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Inflammatory pain is characterized by an increased
response to mechanical or heat stimuli, which are nor-
mally only mildly painful (mechanical or thermal hyper-
algesia). Inflammatory mediators may elicit pain by
activating peripheral nociceptors, by promoting further
release of inflammatory mediators and, most signifi-
cantly, by sensitizing primary afferent neurons to any
kind of stimuli. On the other hand, leukocytes may
counteract the aforementioned effects of inflammation
by releasing opioid peptides in peripheral inflammed
tissue.
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