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This symposium will address the requirements that have to be satisfied if guidelines produced in the field of psychiatry are to be useful. One of the presentations will address this topic in general and another focus on guidelines that are being produced for research. A third presentation will exemplify the problems that might arise in the production of guidelines as well as the use to which they can be put by describing the experience gained by the National Institute of Clinical Excellence in the UK. It is expected that the symposium will lead to a full interaction between the speakers and the audience. Ethical issues that arise in connection with the application of guidelines will be highlighted in the introduction and in the concluding presentation by the chairpersons.
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