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Background 3. Wilson B, Evans J, Emslie H, Alderman N, y Burgess P: The Devel-
: . . : opment of an Ecologically Valid Test for Assessing Patients

To _egp.erlmer%tallyfest the .hypothe.sm .accordlng to Whlfih with a Dysexecutive Syndrome. In Special number of the Journal

recidivist subjects in non-violent criminal behaviours dis- of Neuropsychological Rehabilitation Psychology Press; 1998.

play an executive deficit, having alterations on prefrontal 4. Barbosa F: Psicofisiologia do comportamento criminal reinci-

fi .. hvsiological sub dente: vndices perifiricos autonomicos. Saide-Mental 2001,
unctlonmg as neurophnysiological su strate. 3(3):19-32.

Materials and methods

We applied the Behavioural Assessment of the Dysexecu-
tive Syndrome (BADS) - a battery of assessment of the
executive dysfunctions - to an experimental group of 30
male inmates who were recidivist in crimes against prop-
erty (age= 39,3; s.d..= 9,98), and to a group of 30 male
controls (age=32,7; s.d.=11,8), all Caucasian.

Results

Compared to controls, recidivist inmates performed
worse in most of the subscales and showed a lower global
score, suggesting defective executive functioning.

Conclusions

Avoiding the idea of a frontal “criminogenesis”, and
despite the fact that both samples are not very large, the
authors seek to present a possible interpretation for cer-
tain forms of persistent criminal behaviour, particularly
when criminals are resistant to penal measures, in the
frame of a defective control over conduct and its conse-
quences.
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