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Background

The purpose of this paper is to review the most recent lit-
erature on the relationship between personality disorders
and violent behavior. It does not aim to address the issue
of a possible etiological connection between being early
the victim of violent acts and latter developing a PD.

Materials and methods

Recent data suggest that PDs and especially antisocial and
borderline are strongly related to the manifestation of vio-
lent acts. Substance abuse is another strong factor which
could act either independently or additively. Biological
factors seem to constitute a risk factor for violent behav-
iour independently of personality. Although 1Q does not
seem to relate to violence, some patients may manifest
specific cognitive deficits. The ethical and legal questions
posed by the above mentioned correlations are difficult to
answer and research has not provided enough data on this
issue yet.

Results

The most recent data support the relationship between
antisocial personality and violence, especially when a sub-
stance abuse is also present, although the presence of con-
founding factors in the diagnostic criteria suggest caution
in the interpretation of the literature.
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